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pleaſing ſcene in the Song of 
Solomon having invited me to 
ſurvey attentively its ſeveral particulars, 
I have endeavoured to illuſtrate and 
apply them: with how much pro- 
priety, I muſt leave the judicious rea- 
der to determine for himſelf, Juſtice 
will require, that he ſhould read with 
candour and ſuſpenſe, what cannot 
well be judged of with precipitation. 
The attempt to illuſtrate the follow- 
ing ſubject by paſſages of the Scrip- 
ture, would be abſurd, unleſs we 
take the Song of Solomon for a myſtic 
allegory, pregnant with prophetical al- 
luſion in every part of it. It might 
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be tedious and impertinent to juſtify 
this opinion formally in the diſcourſe 
itſelf; and therefore I beg leave to 
offer a word or two by way of Preface, 

To ſome readers, more nice than 
_ wiſe, the Canticles have given of. 
tence: Whifton was for excluding them 
from the ſacred Canon; but Carpzovius 
of Leipfic, ſhewed long ago that his 
objections were ſuperficial and ground- 
leſs, and his authorities very difin- 
genuoully falſified *. Biſhop Lowth has 
gone deeper than Carpzovius; having 
not only indicated the general plan, 
but illuſtrated with great judgment 
ſome particular paſſages in the Song 
of Solomon: and the learned reader 
will find both pleaſure and ſatis faction 
if he peruſes carefully the thirtieth 
and thirty-firſt prelections. 

There are three ſorts of allegorical 
compoſition, the continued metaphor, 


? Carpzovii Critica Sacra, p. 111. circa Pſeudocriticam Gul. 
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the parable, and the myſtic allegory. The 
Song of Solomon is moſt properly re- 
ferred to the laſt of theſe. The matter 
in this ſpecies of compoſition is bor- 
rowed from ſome well known tranſ- 
action, and deſcribed in ſuch terms as 
connect the whole with another tranſ- 
action more ſublime and intereſting. 
The forty- fifth Pſalm is a poetical 
deſcription of the myſtical union be- 
twixt Chriſt and the church: the plan 
of the allegory, and the images which 
occur in the courſe of it, are much 
the ſame with thoſe in the Canticles. 
The marriage of Solomon with the 
daughter of Pharaoh might be the 
ground of the allegory ; but in ſome 
paſſages the compoſition riſes as it 
were out of itſelf; leaving the literal 
ſenſe, and adopting ſuch terms as can 
be accommodated only to the objects af 
the myſtic alluſion. Thus at the ſeventh 
verſe, the expreſſions drop the ſubject 


and 
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and point directly to thoſe of the 
Meſhah—Thy | throne, O God, is for ever 
and euer; the ſceptre of thy kingdom is 4 
rigbt ſceptre. And again, at verſe 12, 
the King, to whom the bride is pre- 
ſented, is expreſly ſtyled the LORD 
GOD, the object of adoration. 

The learned author of the Prelec- 
tions has given ſome cautions in re- 
gard to the explication of a myſtic 
allegory, which deſerve to be conſider- 
ed. He adviſes; firſt, that we ſhould 
be careful not to urge our interpreta- 
tions too far, nor to extend them to all 
the minute particulars of the allegory: 
And ſecondly, that we ſhould obſerve 
the tenor .of the ſcripture itſelf, and 
conform as ſtrictly as poſſible to the 
explications there delivered; ſo that 
the author of the ſcripture may be his 
own interpreter, But let me obſerve, 
that the ſame prudence, which requires 
us not to urge our explications too 
far, will alſo direct us not to be over 

cautious, 


e 
cautious, leſt they ſhould be empty, 
ſpiritleſs, and unaffecting. Where the 
whole is an allegory, the parts, alſo 
are allegorical, - If the King in the 
forty-fifth Pſalm is Chriſt, and the 
Queen is the church, then the Oil of 
gladnefs, the Myrrh, Ales, and Ct, and 
all other articles of the imagery, have 
their peculiar ſignification, and * are 
ſubordinate to the general deſign 'of 
the compoſition. Whether we can all 
certain the | ſenſe of every particular, 
is another queſtion, Some 1 
will of courſe be very obſcure, and 
others utterly unintellegible to us at 
this diſtance of time and place. 

There can be no harm however in 
attempting to illuſtrate them, and 
many uſeſul obſervations may occur, 
provided we adhere to the general 
deſign of the whole, and uſe the ſcrip- 
ture as our guide in accommodating 
the ſeveral parts. 
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Theſe are the rules by which I have 
directed myſelf. in the following dif- 
courle ; not intending to compoſe a 
rigid commentary, but rather a medi- 
tation on a ſcriptural ſuhject; in 
which ſort of compoſition the Writer 
may innocently be indulged with ſome 
degree of latitude; which, though it 
may excite the contempt of the faſti- 
dious critic, may afford both inftruc- 
tion and entertainment to a plous 
reader : and then the end of the author 
will be anſwered, | 
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J. HE ſpirit of God communicates to 
the mind of man the knowledge 
of ſpiritual things, by means of a certain 
reſemblance, which the Creator hath wiſely 
ordained between the objects of /enſe and 
the objects of faith. 

Hence it is that the ſcriptures abound ſo 
much with metaphorical alluſions to the 
natural creation. Sometimes they refer us 
to the heavens and firmament, to the ſun, 
the moon, and the farts; which, in the em- 
blematical language of divine revelation, are 
but other names for Chrift, the church, and 

B the 


— — 


— 7 > 


2 A Free Enquiry into the 


the ſaints of God; theſe latter being illumi- 
nated by Chriſt, as the moon and ſtars ſhine 
by a light borrowed from the ſun. At other 
times, they refer us to the earth, and the 
different /eaſons of the year; to the winds and 
the waters, and to all the various produc- 
tions of the ground, from gold down to miry 
clay; from the lofty cedar to the lowly 
hy/ſop ; from the vine bleſſed with a profit- 
able increaſe, down to worthleſs thorns and 
briars nig unto curſing, whoſe end is to be 
burned. Other images are borrowed from 
the body of man, with all its members, ho- 
nourable or diſhonourable, from the head to 
the foot; its ſtrength or weakneſs, its health 
or ſickneſs, its life or death; through all of 
which, and innumerable other things that 
are objects of ſenſe, the divine ſpirit pub- 
liſhes and explains, to ſuch as have an car, 
the things of the inviſible world. 

But of all the ſacred fymbols, none are ſo 
delightful to the underſtanding as thoſe taken 
from the more beautiful appearances of na- 
ture; where the eye of the mind receives its 
inſtruction through thoſe objects with which 
the eye of the body 1 is beſt pleaſed. 

IT. Of this ſort 4s that deſcription of the 
Spring in the ons of Solomon—PFor bo! the 


Winter 
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winter is paſt, the rain is over and gone ; the 
flowers apprat oh the earth; the time of the 
finging of birds ir tome; and the voice of the 
turtle is beard in our land; the fig-tree put- 
teth forth ber green figs, and the vines with 
the tender grape give a good ſmell x. 

Firſt there is that pleaſing reflection, that 
we have eſcaped the bitterneſs of the winter 
with its cold and ſtorms, and jts dreary un- 
comfortable proſpects. It is no ſmall ad- 
vantage to the Spring, that it ſucceeds the 
winter, and finds us ready to receive it, 
earneſtly wiſhing for, and expecting a warmer 
and brighter ſeaſon. And when it comes, 
with what tranſport do we look back upon 
the retiring winter; rejoicing that it is pat, 
and that he rain it over and gone; that in- 
ſtead of piercing cold and ftormy impetuous 
rain, we have got a warm ſun, with ſoft 
_ refreſhing ſhowers and dews? By the influ- 
endes of which, the flowers, whoſe roots and 
ſeeds lay buried in the earth during the 
winter ſeaſon, now ſpring up and adorn the 
ſarface of it. The birds, perceiving that 
the cold which had filenced them is now 
paſt, immediately upon this change in nature 
reſume their fnging, and fill every wood and 

* Cant, chap. ii. 10, &c. 
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grove with their various notes. Among the 
reſt, and different from them all, there 17 
Beard in the land the ſoft and gentle voice of 


the turtle-dove, come abroad from thè clefts 


of the rock, where ſhe had retired and 
ſheltered herſclf from the: inclemency of the 
winter. The trees alſo, whoſe branches 
were ſtripped and left naked by the froſt, now 
put on a freſh: covering of bloſſoms, leaves, 


and fruit. The Jig-tree putteth forth ber 
green figs, and the vine, which in the Eaſtern 


countries, where this picture of the ſpring 


was drawn, is much forwarder than with 


us, bears. its tender Naben, giving a Plea- 


fant ſinell. 


III. Things being thus altered, the ſpouſe, 
by whom we ſuppoſe the Meffiah. to be ſig- 
nified to us throughout this ſacred Song, 
calls to his beſt-beloved, his fair-one 4027h- 
out ſpot or wrinkle, even to the chriſtian 
church; bidding her remain no longer with- 


in, but 77/6 up to her ſtate of converſion, and 


come away to enjoy with him the beauties 
of the ſpring; not the ſpring of nature, 
but of grace. For as there is another ſun 
beſides that which gives light to the body, 
even Chriſt, the Sun of righteouſneſs and the 
tight of hfe; ſo is there another winter, 

6 other 
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other rain, other flowers, trees, and fruits. 
In ſhort, every article in this deſcription 
was figuratively accompliſhed, when the 
Goſpel firſt aroſe, with its ſalutary effects 
upon the ſouls of men. Every circumſtance 
here offered in commendation of the Spring, 
was verified in a proper ſenſe by the chriſ- 
tian religion, when it firſt appeared in the 
world. 

IV. And, iſt, N is ſaid in the begin- 
ning For bo ! the winter is paſt, the rain is 
over and gone. As the Spring hath the 
winter going before it, ſo the goſpel, that 
diſpenſation of mercy, was proceeded by a 
rough and gloomy ſeaſon ; during which the 
whole world, as divided into Jews and Gen- 
tiles, were in the ſame ſtate with the earth 
and its products, till the Spring appeareth. 
The poor heathen was in his wiatry ſtate of 
nature, dead in treſpaſſes and fins; bound up 
in the earth by a ſharp and ſevere froſt, and 
as unable to help himſelf, as a lily to bear 
its lowers in the middle of December. While 
Adam remained innocent, he flouriſhed 
under the favor of God in the Garden of 
Paradiſe ; but when fin entered into the 
world, an inclement ſeaſon followed it. 
Man's root that had been warmed with ſun- 

B 3 ſhine, 
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ſhine, was nipped with froſt, and there came 
a winter of ſpiritual death upon him and all 
his poſterity. In this ſtate lay the Gentile, 
when the Spring of the goſpel found him, 
and furniſhed him with the neceſſary means 
of being renewed again unto life, Then his 
winter was paſt ; and that unprofitable ſtate 
of nature which ue mortal is able ta abide, was 
changed for the bleſſed influences of grace and 
righteouſneſs, Plants, which in time paſt had 
never been able to vegetate, lifted up their 
heads, and put forth their fruits, when he 


ſent out his word and melted them, 


V. If we turn now eto the Few, we ſhall 
find that to him alſo the goſpel was as ne- 


ceſſary as the ſpring. For though he was 


not under the dominion. of nature, he was 


dead under that of the law: though he lay 


not under the depth of winter, yet a heavy 
and violent ain, ſuch as the Hebrew in this 
place expreſſes, was ſtill upon him; for he 


was not under grace but undir the law; 


which, when void of Chriſt, the end of it 


for righteouſneſs, was the very ſtrength of fin, 


and brought down from heaven the wrath of 
God. Of this wrath violent ruin is a well-. 
known emblem; whence Zopbar, in the 


ue of * towing” the portion of the 
finner, 
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finner, fays—H hen he is about to fill his belly» 
God fhall caft his fury upon him, and ſhalt 
RAIMN it upon him while he is eating *. From 
this rain of condemnation, brought down by 
the law upon the Jew, there was no eſcap- 
ing but by juſtification in Chriſt Jeſus, 45 
whom all that believe are juſtified from all things, 
from which they could not be juſtified by the Iaw 
of Moſes +. Therefore ſaid the Prophet 
Iſaiah, foreſeeing the juſtification of his 
people, A man ſhall be as an hiding-place from 
the wind, and a covert from the tempeſt, a 
place of refuge; and covert from flurm and from 
RAINY. . This hath been fully verified in 
our bleſſed Saviour. For as any place of 
ſhelter which protects man from the weather, 
is itſelf expoſed to the heavens, and receives 
upom it the ſtorm and the rain; ſo did he, 
our place of refuge, receive upon himſelf the 
curſe of the law due to our tranſgreſſions of 
it; add when it was falling, like an angry 
tempeſt, upon mankind, interpoſed between 
us and heaven, and catched the force of it in 
his own body. Like Moſes, who when 
there, was thunder and hail in Egypt, and 
fire ran along upon the ground, went out of 
the city, expoſing himſelf fingle and defence- 
* Job, + $ Iſaiah. 
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leſs to the terrors of divine wrath, and 
ſpreading forth his hands to make interceſſion 
for the ſinful people of Egypt! On him its 
rage was ſpent ; and there is now no condem- 
nation to them that are in Chriſt Feſus ; for we 
are not under the law, but under grace. This 
rain of wrath is over and gone; or, to uſe the 
words of Chriſt when he had borne it ſor us 
upon the croſs—1 is finiſhed. 

VI. Such was the deliverance of the Jew 
and Gentile at the Spring of the goſpel : and 
this the encouragement to them both to riſe 
up and came away to the chriſtian church; 
where the Gentile ſhould no longer be left 
in his frozen ſtate of nature, nor the Jew 
have any thing more to fear from the ſeve- 
rity of the law ; which was blown over as 
a black wintry cloud, giving place to a more 
clear and refreſhing diſpenſation of mercy. 

VII. The change that enſued, was the 
ſame with that which is wrought here be- 
fore us in the earth, when the winter is paſt ; 
and it is deſcribed to our ſenſes under a ſuc- 
ceſſion of beautiful images, all belonging to 
the Spring—The flowers appear on the earth, 
the time of the finging of birds is come, and 
the voice of the turtle is heard in our land. 


VIII. F irſt, 
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VIII. Firſt, the flowers appear on the 
earth; when the light of the goſpel viſited 
the world, mankind were thereby raiſed 
from a death of fin unto a life of righte- 
ouſneſs : they, who lay buried in the earth 
of nature, ſprang up as flowers, and aroſe 
from the dead when Chriſt gave them light. 
Being planted together with him, at bap- 
tiſm, into the likeneſs of his death, they 
were renewed unto grace, and flouriſhed in 
the power of his reſurrection. This was the 
natural conſequence of their coming into the 
church of Chriſt ; for let but a dry rod be 
laid up in the ſanctuary, and it buds, and 
bloſſoms, and bears fruit. If we would know 
what it is to be made a member of Chriſt's 
church, and become an heir of glory, let us 
conſider the flowers of the field, how they grow; 
and when we underſtand this, we cannot 
long be ignorant of the other. For the 
flowers of the field and the children of God 
are both raiſed up from a ſtate of death to a 
new ſtate of life and glory, and that by the 
like means. A flower riſes from its grave in 

the earth by the operation of light and water. 
The tender graſs (as the prophet David ex- 
preſſes it in his laſt words) ſpringeth out of 

_ the earth by clear ſhining after rain. The rain 
DH: moiſtens 
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moiſtens and prepares the mould which ſup- 
plies the plant with its ſubſtance, and the 
light forms it and brings it forward. - Our 
ſenſes tell us that this is the order of nature : 
let it but rain and ſhine in a due proportion, 
and the flowers are ſure to grow | and flou- 
riſh, Thus it is with man in bis birth 
and growth of grace; both of which are 
brought about by the operation of Chriſt 
and the Holy Ghoſt, repreſented to us in 


the ſcripture ſtyle by light and rain-water. 


The power of the Spirit reſiding in the 
Meſſiah was to come down libe the rain into a 
fleece of - waol, even as the drops that water the 
earth, The ſame is alluded to by the pro- 
phet Hoſea in the following words—Breat 


"up your fallow ground, for it is time to ſeek 


the LORD, till He com and rain righte- 
ouſne/s upon you»—That is, till He come and 
rain the Spirit upon you, for the ſpirit is life 
becauſe of rightgouſneſs. As the powerful 
operations, ſo the language, of the ſpirit, 
deſigned for the purpoſes of grace, is likened 
to the ſame natural agent My doctrine (ſays 
Moſes in his laſt ſong) ſhall drop as the rain; 
my ſpeech ſhall diſtil as the dew, as the ſmall 
ram upon the tender herb, and as the flowers 
upon the graſi, Hence the ſoul, when re- 
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freſhed and ſupplied with the divine ſpirit, 
is compared by the prophet Jeremiah to a 
watered garden ; and they who are deſtitute 
of grace are. clouds without water, carried 
about of winds. 

IX. As the Holy Spirit has rain for his 
emblem, ſo Chriſt is ſignified to us by the 
light, the other agent in vegetation, With 
the prophet Malachi, He is the Sun of 
righteouſneſs ariſing with healing in his wings. 
In the laſt words of David, He is compared 
to the light of the morning ; and He faid of 
himſelf, that He was he light of the world 
giving light and warmth to the ſoul as the 
ſun does to the earth. The ſun was darken- 
. ed when 3 glory was eclipſed upon the 
croſs: and Elymas the ſorcerer was ſtruck 
with blindneſs, nat ſeeing the ſun for a ſeaſon, 
becauſe he would not ſee Chriſt when He 
was preached to him. So that we have the 
ſame agents in the inviſible as in the viſible 
world; ſpiritual vegetation is conducted in 
the ſame manner as natural; man is raiſed up 
to a ſtate of grace, as the flowers of the 
ſpring are made to ariſe from the carth : the 
flowers grow by light and rain; man by 
Chriſt and the Holy Spirit; whole bleſſed 


influences at the appearance of the goſpel 
' were 
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were ſhed abroad upon the whole Jewiſh and 
Gentile world. For as Chriſt was the glory 
of his people Iſrael, ſo was He a hight to lighten 
the Gentiles; and on them the rain of grace 
alſo fell as at firſt upon the Jewiſh diſciples, 
who were aſtoniſhed when they found that 
on the Gentiles alſo was poured out, as rain 
from the clouds of Heaven, the gift f the 
Holy Ghoſt. Thus did God, in an evange- 
lical ſenſe, make his ſun to riſe on the evil and 
on the good, and ſent rain on the Juſt « and on the 
unjuſt. 

X. By theſe means, and by thefe only, the 
flowersalluded to by the prophet in this ſacred 
ſong, were made to grow, Several things 
are to be obſerved, wherein they as nearly 
* reſemble the children of God, as in the 
manner of their generation from the earth. 
Firſt and chiefly in their attire and outward 
appearance. They are adorned with all the 
colours of the Sun's light, either fimple or 
compounded in a thouſand various mixtures ; ; 
and theſe colours, like thoſe in the High- 
prieſt's garments, are for glory and for beau- 
ty. The prieſtly garments of go/d (that is 
yellow and blue, and purple, and ſcarlet, and 
Ine uobile linen, prefigured that brightneſs and 
perfection with which Chriſt, our true High- 

prieſt, 
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prieſt, ſhould be clothed ; and the colouring 


of a flower is given it for a like purpoſe, as 
a figure of thoſe garments of ſalvation, that 
grace and. beauty of holineſs, wherewith 
the ſaints are inveſted through the power 
of the chriſtian faith. This will explain 
what is ſaid by 1/azah the prophet on the 
converſion of the heathens—The wilderneſs 
and the ſolitary place ſhall be glad for them, 
and the deſert ſhall rejoice and bloſſom as the 
roſe. It ſhall bloſſom abundantly, and rejoice 
even with joy and finging: the glory of Lebanon 
ſhall be given to it, the excellence of Carmel 
and Sharon, all of them mountains remark- 
able for flowers: then follows the cauſe of 
this alteration—T hey ſhall fee the glory of the 
Lord, and the excellency of our God. The poor 
barren Gentiles, by ſeeing the glory and ex- 
cellency of Chriſt, were themſelves to put on 
the glory of Lebanon and the excellency of 
Carmel and Sharon; at the ſight of their 
Saviour, they were to be changed into his 
image, and partake of his perfections, who 
calls himſelf the Roſe of Sharon and the Lily 
of the vallies—and ſays of his diſciples—The 
glory which thou gaviſt me I have given unto 
them *, Thus we find' it in nature: for 


John xvii. 22. 
flowers 
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flowers of all kinds reſemble, both in ſhape 
and colour, the light that ſhines upon and 
gives them their birth. They are divided 
Into rays or points, like the beams that 
proceed from the heayenly luminaries *; ſo 
that the earth covered with flowers makes 
the ſame kind of appearance as the Firma- 
ment beſpangled with ſtars ; and for their 
number and their glory, both I think have 
an. equal claim to repreſent the children of 
Abraham. 

There is one very conſiderable circum- 
ſtance, common to the clothing of à flower 
and to the righteouſneſs ſignified by it—thar 
.both are equally the work or gift of God. 
It is God that clothes the graſs of the field with 
ſuch beauty; and it is God that giveth to 
his people the far more laſting ornaments of 
grace and ſanctification: Man, with his ut- 
moſt {kill, can never weave ſuch delicate em- 
broidery as we find in one ſingle leaf of any 
ordinary flower : and no works or merits of 
man, with all his ri and ſpinning, can com- 
* that Robe of righteouſneſs without which 

"2 Tins of . 4 


Tho' theſe perhaps do, more than they, 
The life of mankind ſway. 


Cowrzr. 
We 
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we muſt not hope to appear in the preſence 
of God. As Solamon in all bis glory, which 
(was the work of man} was not arrayed like 
a lily (the work of God;) fo the righteouſ- 
neſs of human wiſdom, commonly called 
morality, is not only inferior in degree, but 
eſſentially different in kind, from that 
righteouſneſs which is the work of the 
goſpel], as it would be eaſy enough to ſhew: 
It is but as filthy rags compared to fine linen, 
clean and bright ; or as a ragged thiſtle to the 
glory of a roſe and the whiteneſs of a lily. 
Therefore, thanks to our merciful Saviour, 
that we have full encouragement to expect 
a better raiment than any with which we 
are able to furniſh ourſelves. For if God fo 
clothe the graſs of the field, how much more will 
he clothe thoſe that believe on him? | 
Righteouſneſs, as well as the glory of a 
lily, being the gift of God, they who truſt 
not in God for it will be left deſtitute, — 
The Jews, who ſought it not by Faith, but, 
as it were, by the works of the law, going about 
to eftabliſh their own righteouſneſs, have re- 
duced themſelves to a miſerable condition, 
Inſtead of the glory of a flower, they have U | 
nothing but the roughneſs and deformity of 
thorns, and briars. Their Sharon, as the 
prophet 
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prophet foretold, is turned into a wilderneſs ; 
and while the wilderneſs of the Gentiles is 
encouraged to rejoice and bloſſom as the roſe, 
the caſe with them is the very reverſe—Re- 
joice not, O Iſrael, for joy as other people—for 
the pleaſant places for their filver, nettles ſhall 
poſſeſs them, thorns ſhall be in their taber- 
nacles, From this difference between the 

| Jew and Gentile, it is ſaid of the chriſtian 

church, when compared with ſuch unbe- 
lievers, As the ily among thorns, ſo is my 
beloved among the daughters &. 

XI. Another thing to be obſerved in the 
flowers that appear on the eartb—is their 
variety as to. ſhape, ſize, and colour; like 
the children of God, who are endued with 
different graces and with different degrees of 
grace. For as one flower, like one ſtar, 
differeth from another in glory, ſo alſo do 
the ſpiritual plants of the church; ſome of 
which have a larger portion of illumination 
and grace than others; and ſome have gifts 
in which others are deficient: for, ſaith the 
Apoſtle Every man hath his proper gift of 
God; as flowers after their kind, have that 
ſize and colour which God hath been pleaſed 
” to beſtow upon them. No chriſtian is to be 


k | 0 Cant. chap. ii. 2. 


Y = . _— 
; 


blamed 
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blamed for wanting what God hath not 


given him; as no flower is to be eſteemed 
an imperfect work, for not having in it all 
the colours of the Rain-bow. 

XII. The ſweet nell of flowers is wakes 


excellence we are to take notice of: for by 


a ſweet Savour is meant any thing acceptable 


to God, be it a word or a work of righteouſ- 


neſs, any thing meritorious through Chriſt / 


Jeſus. And as the ſweet ſcent of flowers is 
not conveyed to us, unleſs a briſk air blow 
it from them; ſo the ſweet and pleaſant 
odors of righteouſneſs, in the people of God, 


cannot ariſe but through the power of the 


Holy Spirit, breathing upon their hearts. 


Therefore the ſpouſe in this divine ſong calls 


upon the ſpirit to produce this bleſſed effect 
— Awake, O north-wind, and come "thou 
ſouth, blaw upon my garden, that the” ſpices, 
the ſweet aromatic odors, may flow out. Let 
but the ſpirit thus beſto his grace upon us, 


and the church, as Iſaac pronounced oft 


Jacob concerning things to come, is like the 


ſmell of a field which the Lord hath bleſſed. 


M 


But this fmell, though it is precious and 


acceptable with God, and endears the 


Chriſtian to his brethren, is of little account 
with the men of this world; it is rather diſ- 


C agreeable _ 
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agtecable and offenſive to them. The ſame 
is obſervable in nature: for naturaliſts have 
informed us, there are ſome dirty crawling 
inſects which will ficken and die at the ſmell 
of aroſe: a caſe which doth well illuſtrate the 
different ſuceeſs of the Holy Apoſtles, when 
they preached, through the power of the 
Holy Spirit upon them, the doctrine of 
Chriſt : for while they were 4 Savour of liſe 
unto bfe in theſe that were ſaved, They were 
4 Sauvour of death unto n in them that 
_ periſhed. 

XIII. To what hath We ſaid much more 
might be added on the way of managing 
flowers: for ſpeeial care ſhould be had that 
they be kept clear of weeds, which rob them 
of their nouriſhment, ſhading them at the 
ſame time from the ſun's light and warmth, 
and infecting the air with a poiſonous ſcent. 
Times would ſoon be altered for the better, 
if this rule were obſerved by thoſe who are 
appointed overſeers of God's garden, and are 
commiſſioned with an authority to plant and 
to pluck up. The few flowers there are 
would thrive much better than they do, if 
they were careful to prevent any l weeds 
from continuing amongſt them; Hooꝶing dili- 
gently, as the Apel has directed them, 4% 


any 
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any man fail of the grace of God; let any root 
of bitterneſs, ſpringing up, trouble the church, 
and thereby many be defiled. The ſame evil 
was provided againſt by the oath and cove- 
nant mentioned in the twenty-ninth chapter 
of Deuteronomy—Leſ# there ſhould be among 
you man or woman, or family or tribe, whoſe 
heart turneth away from the Lord our God, 
to go and ſerve the Gods of theſe Nations; leſt 
there ſhould be among. you a root that beareth 
hemlock and wormwood—T he Lord fhall ſepa- 
rate him unto evil out of all the Tribes of Iſrael, 
according to all the curſes of the Covenant 
written in this book of the Law. Noxious 
weeds are not to expect any preſervation 
from the power and providence of God; for 
Chriſt hath told us, that every. plant, which 
his heavenly Father hath not planted, ſhall be 
rooted up. This practice ought now to be 
obferved ; and certainly would be under a 
regular exertion of eccleſiaſtical diſcipline ; 
but the ignorance of the age co-operating 
with its licentiouſneſs, hath induced ſuch a 
confirmed miſunderſtanding of this whole 
matter, that there is no hope of our ſeeing 
this diſcipline reſtored. We muſt wait with 
patience, till Chriſt ſhall take upon himfelf 
the office of ſeparating the flowers from the 
C 2 weeds, 
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weeds, and of caſting out of his garden all 

things that offend. 
XIV. It will be proper here to ſtop a 
while and reflect on what hath been ſaid, 
before we enter upon the other images not 
yet explained. | 

It hath been fhewn, that the firſt work 
of the chriſtian religion was to prepare the 
way for all the good effects it afterwards 
produced, by bringing the light of life and 
immortality to the Gentiles, and removing 
the Jews from under the rigor of the law, 
to be ſaved by Faith in Chrift Teſus. This 
is expreſſed in thoſe words—T be winter is 
paſt, the rain is over and gone. — The regions 
of mortality are warmed and enlightened by 
the return of the divine light and truth to 
them: and they, who lay expoſed to con- 

demnation under the law, have nothing 
more to fear from it : that cloud broke over 
the head of Chriſt, and diſcharged upon him 
that rain of wrath which otherwiſe muſt 
have fallen upon ws. | 

This change in the ſpiritual economy 
produced ſuch an effect, as the clearing up 
of the ſeaſon doth; in the courſe of nature. 
For mankind, when- viſited by. the goſpel, 


poſed 
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paſſed from death unto liſe; as, at the return 
of the ſpring, the flowers appear upon the 
earth. | 

XV. But as the virtue of the ſpring is to 
be diſcerned in many other effects beſide the 
regeneration of flowers; ſo is the power of 
the goſpel in other effects upon the human 
ſoul, beſide its redemption from a. ſtate of 
ſpiritual death; more than can be poſſibly 
expreſſed under any ſingle operation of na- 
ture. For when it raiſes us from the earth, 
it opens our mouths and fills them with the 
praiſes of God: as the ſame ſeaſon, which 
gives the flowers their birth, inſpires the 
birds of the air with cheerfulneſs to begin 
afreſh their /finging, which had been inter- 
rupted by the ſtorm and cold of the winter. 
When Chriſt is come to give us light and 
warmth, we ſpring up from our death of 
nature; and our next ſtep is to return God 
thanks and praiſes for our deliverance: firſt 
X awaking, as Deborah calls upon herſelf ta 
do; then uttering the ſong of - thankſgiving, 
which God puts into our mouths. 

Theſe things are laid down in the ſame 
order by the prophet J/aiab. In the be- 
ginning of his thirty-fifth chapter he tells 
us, that he deſert ſhould bloſſom as the roſe: 
| C'3 | then 
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then immediately he adds—:#. ſhall rejoice 
even with joy and finging. This ſecond mark 
of the ſpring was to attend upon the. firſt: 
at the appearance of fowers on the. earth, 
the time of the ſinging of birds was to come 
with them; and even he wilderneſs and 
ſolitary place, the haunt of wild beaſts and 
doleful creatures, ſhould become the reſort 
of muſical birds ſinging among the branches. 
The real meaning of which is no other than 
what the prophet himſelf hath expreſſed for 
us at the cloſe of the chapter. The ranſomed 
of the' Lord ſhall return and come to Zion (the 
Holy mountain of Chriſt's church *) rh 
ſongs and ever laſtin g. joy upon their heads : they 
ſhall obtain joy and 'glaaneſs, and er and 
fighing ſhall flee away. 

While we lay in our winter of ſpiritual 
death, no ſong was to be heard from us: 
that was no time for ſinging; for where 
death is, its ordinary attendants are ſorrow 
and fghing; which accordingly prevailed 
over all the world, till the ranſom paid for 
at by Chriſt Feſus, put them to flight. 
Who ever heard the nightingale fing in 
the midſt of winter? the ſtork and the 
ſwallow, and the nightingale, and other birds, 


* Heb. xii. 22 
5 all 
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all know their time, and never croſs the 
ſeas to viſit us, till the ſpring is advanced, 
and the quickening beams of the ſun have 
inſpired a new life into the animal and vege- 
table creation. How therefore could the 
heathen land reo:ce, till the flowers appeared 
on it? Till the ſpring of Chriſtianity ap- 
| proached it, and the glory of the Lord 

Jebovab, the holy one of Iſrael, dwelt in the 
midſt of it ? Then every redeemed foul broke 
out into ſongs of joy and thankſgiving ;— 
From the uttermoſt part of the earth ſongs 
| were heard, even glory to the righteous. 

The ſame deliverance which gave them 
cauſe to ſing, gave them the power to do 
it. For as man, in his natural ſtate, has 
no reaſon to rejoice, ſo has he no ability, 
therefore ſaid the Prophet—The tongue of 
the dumb ſhall ing. And hence it is that in 
our excellent form of common-prayer, we 
beſeech God to“ open our lips, that our 
* mouths may ſhew forth his praiſe.” 

Thus does the joy of the ſaints, on the 
appearance of the goſpel], anſwer to the 
ſinging of birds on the arrival of the ſpring : 
the time and cauſe of both are alike ; and 
they celebrate the ſame ſubject, the glory of 
the light. . do they leſs agree in place: 
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the babitation of the Lord's redeemed being 
the ſame with that of the birds: they fit 

and ſing in the free of the church, which is 
the myſtical body of Chriſt, For e king- 
dom of heaven 1s like unto a grain Us muſtard 
ſeed, which a man took and ſowed in his field; 

hich indeed is the leaſt of all ſeeds ; but when 


il is grown, it is the greateſt among herbs, and 


becometh a tree, ſo that the birds of the air 


come and lodge in the branches thereof. The 


kingdom of heaven is an expreſſion, in the 
parables, well known to ſignify the Go/pe/- 
ate. The grain of muſtard-ſeed, the leaſt 
of all ſeeds, may be emblematic of Chrif, 
who humbled himſelf to become the leaſt 
in the kingdom of heaven; and who at his 
death was ſown in the field of this world, 
but ſprang up to power and glory at his 
reſurrection: from the leaſt of all ſeeds be- 
coming the greateſt of all trees, extending 
its 'myſtical branches to the ends of the 
earth, and affording an habitation to birds 
of every ſort, which fit and ſing among the 


- branches, and are ſafe under the ſhadow of 


it, and in it there is meat for all *. Such is 
"1 \ . Fenn 91 vy.” «7s 


the 


e Totius enim mundi jadex—qui, in corde tertæ in 
Ke tumulo n., 9 ſpatio in maximam arborem - 
1 {us 6 creveity 
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the peace of thoſe who are called to a ſtate 
of ſalvation, and ſuch is their chief and beſt 
employment. Their winter is pa; their 
rain over and gone; and the time of their 
ſinging is come. The ſorrow and /ighing of 
men without hope is fled away; and changed 
into the melody of the heart, breaking out 
into pſalms and hymns, and fpiritual ſongs 
—for there is no real cauſe of ſorrow left, 
when once the ſoul is truly converted to 
Chriſt—we are to be of good cheer in the 
preſence of him, who hath overcome the 
world for us. 

XVI. From the ſinging of birds we pro- 
ceed to another ſign of the ſpring, the voice 
F the turtle, which the ſpouſe tells his be- 
loved is now heard in the land. The voice 


% crevit, ramos ſuos ad extremos terre fines protendens. 
« Ex illo propullulantes duodecim apoſtoli, rami illi floridi 
C atque excelſi, gentibus, non ſecus ac volucribus coli, 
*« tegmen prezbuere; quibus ramis omnes obumbrati, tan- 
* quam volucres in nidum 2 ejus, qui ab illis 
«« promanabat, lautæ ac cœleſtis alimoniæ participes ſunt 
10% facti. Frag menta 8. Irenæi, antepenult. Edit. Grabe. 


There may ſeem to be an ambiguity, if not an impropriety, 
in applying the grain of muſtard from the goſpel-ſtate to 
the perſon of Chriſt ; bat as the church 1s no other than the 
body of Chriſt, its privileges and benefits cannot be con- 
fidered independent of his perſon» and thus he himſelf hath 
confidered them on another occaſion— I am the Vine, ye are 
the branches, N 
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of the turtle is the voice of the Holy Ghoſts 
who deſcended upon Chrift at his baptiſm 
in the ſhape of a dove, and is called upon at 
the fourteenth verſe of this chapter under 
that name—O my dove, that art in the cleft; 
of the rock, in the ſecret places of the fairs, 
iet me ſee thy countenance, let me hear thy 
Voice. There is a kind of dove in the 
eaſtern countries, Which, in the hard wea- 
ther, when it caſts. its feathers, hides itſelf 
in the holes of the rocks, and there lies 


_* Mlent till the ſpring invites it abroad again. 


Thus, while the world was in its winter, 
while the heathen people ſat in darkneſs and 
tbe ſhadow of death, and the Jews were be- 
come an evil and adulterous generation, the 
true dove was departed. from them. For 
* the Holy Spirit of diſcipline (as the au- 
e thor of the Book of Y/i/dom hath truly 

* obſerved) will flee deceit, and remove 
% from thoughts that are without under- 
* ſtanding.” It could no more abide with 
a wicked world, than the dove of Noah 
could ſettle upon a deluge of waters. But 
when a new people were prepared for the 
Lord, the dove deſcended from a rock out 
of the reach of every ſtorm, and was ſent 


down to dwell amongſt men upon earth ; 
| ſo 
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ſo that her voice was now beard in the land. 
It was heard from the Scriptures, in which 
holy men of God ſpake as they were moved by 
the HOLY GHOST ; whole voice was be- 
fore unknown to the Gentiles. By the 
Jews it was heard in a manner to which 
they - were almoſt entirely unaccuſtomed, 
that is, in the ſpiritual interpretation” given 
by the Apoſtles of Chriſt, who were made 
able miniſters—not of the letter, but of the 
Spirit; not of the voice of words, which 
voice they that heard intreated that the word 
ſhould not be ſpoken to them any more; But of 
the ſtill ſmall. voice of the goſpel, a ſound of 
peace and comfort, like the note of a turtle- 
dove; which as ſoon as the Gentiles heard, 
they beſought that the ſame words might be 
preached unto them the next Sabbath. 

The voice of the turtle was again heard 
from the mouths of all true chriſtians, who 
ſhewed out of a good converſation their 
works with meekneſs of wiſdom ; having 
exchanged the ſpirit of ſtrife and envying,” 
with which all men are by nature poſſeſſed, 
for the wiſdom that is from above, and ts firſt 
pure, then - peaceable, gentle and eaſy to be in- 
treated, full of mercy and good fruits, without 

partiality and without hypocriſy ; anſwermg 1 . 
every 
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every reſpe& to the temper and voice of a 
turtle-doye; the moſt inoffenfive and un- 


defigning of birds, as the lamb is of beaſts; 
whence they are the fitteſt emblems in all 
nature, the one to repreſent Chriſt, the 


other the Holy Ghoſt. 

XVII. We muſt now coltfider another 
circumſtance common to the ſpring of 
nature and of Chriſtianity. The fig-tree 


t putteth forth her green figs. By the fig-tree 


1s ſignified repentance e Its green: -figs ſignify 
the firſt-fruits it brought forth vpon the 
preaching of the Goſpel ; which preaching 
treated generally of theſe two ſubjects Re- 
pentance towards God, and faith towards our 
Lord TJefus Chriſt. —When Adam diſcovered 


his nakedneſs and repented of his fin; he 


choſe for the ſign of his repentance the 


leaves of a fig-tree, which are rough and 


grating to the fleſh, and compoſed a garment 
ſuitable to his diſobedience. The, fig-tree 


1s filled with a milky juice extremely rough 


and bitter to the taſte ; but its fruit is of all 
others the ſweeteſt. © So is the fruit of re- 
pentance ſweet and acceptable to God. But 
the word of life, which makes us fruitful to 
produce it, is at firſt very bitter, and con- 


traty to the depraved appetites of human 
nature, 
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nature, which hates the holy diſcipline God 
preſcribes. to it, and defires not the knowledge 
of his ways. 

We ſuppole it is for theſe qualities, that 
the g- tree is made a type of the church, 
whoſe firſt duty it is to bring forth fruits 
meet for repentance. A certain man, ſays 
our bleſſed Lord, had a Jig-tree, meaning 
the Jewiſh people, planted in his vineyard, 
and be came and ſought fruit therenn, and 
found none. And be ſaid to the dreſſer H. his 
vineyard, behold theſe three years, (ſuch was 
the time of Chriſt's miniſtry among the 
Jews) 1 come ſeeking fruit on this fig-tree, 
and find none. At another time, when he 
was in the way to Jeruſalem, he ſaw a fig- 
tree; and when he came to it, he found 
nothing thereon but leaves only; and ſaid, let 
no fruit grow on thee henceforwards for ever : 
and preſently the fig-tree withered away. Such 
was the ſtate, and ſuch the puniſhment of 
the Jews: they were covered with /eaues— 
with outward appearances of holineſs ; but 
there was no fruit upon them: they were 
deceivers and hypocrites with God; ever 
ready, to ſay, I go, Sir; but went not. The 
Jewiſh fig-tree bringing no fruit, the doc- 
trine of repentance from dead works was 


_ preached 


and tant the higheſt and moſt important of 
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preached to the Gentiles, and a freſh tree 
planted in the field of the world: that the 
old fruitleſs tree, might at a proper ſeafon 


be cut down and ſuffered to cumber the 


ground no longer. This accordingly came 
to paſs : for when the Gentiles had received 
the word with gladneſs, and the new tree 
began to put forth its leaves, then every 
thing foretold by our bleſſed Saviour was 
fulfilled upon Jeruſalem. With a view to 
which, he inſtructed his diſciples in the 
ſigns of that time, bidding them learn a 


' parable of the fig-tree : for, ſaid he, When 


his branch i yet tender, and putteth forth 
leaves, ye know that ſummer 1s now nigh at 
hand : ſo likewiſe ye, when ye ſee theſe things 
come to paſs, know ye that the kingdom of God 
is nigh at hand—nigh to the Gentiles; 
among whom the kingdom ſhould be ſet up, 
when it was taken from the Jews, and given 
to à nation bringing forth the fruits of tt, 
This is the fig-tree, whoſe green-figs being 


put forth, were another infallible ſign added 


to the foregoing, that the ſpring of the 

goſpel was come upon mankind. | 
XVIII. To make the deſcription com- 

plete, there remains yet one more image, 


all, 
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all, expreſſing the union of chriſtians with 
Chriſt Jeſus, their head and root, from 
whom they derive all their ſpiritual growth 
and nouriſhment Je vines, with the tender 
grape, give à good ſinell. I am the vine, ſays 
Chriſt; ye are the branches. As the branch 
cannot bear fruit, except it abide in the vine, 
n more can ye, except ye abide in me. As the 
| branch; muſt have ſap derived to it from the 
root; fo muſt the chriſtian have virtue from 
Chriſt, whoſe word is to abide in him; as ſap 
muſt abide in the branch of a vine, before 
it can bear grapes, As the ſap is, ſuch will 
the fruit be. If the word be defiled by any 


impure mixtures of tradition, deiſm or hea- 


then philoſophy, it produces ſour grapes : If 


the word be gone, and a man turned infidel, 
the branch is dried up, and its end is, 10 be 
burned, As there is no true vine but Chriſt, 
let a man be out of Chriſt, and he is another 
kind of plant—a thorn or thiftle, fuch as 
the ſoil of human nature produces of its own 
accord : and men do not gather grapes of 
thorns, nor figs of thiſtles. Nothing but the 
vine, with life in it from Chriſt, can bear 


the fruits of righteouſneſs; nothing but the 


fig-tree, with the virtue of the divine word 
in it can bear the fruits of repentance. The 
7 church, 
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church, as made up of Chriſt's members, is 
to be dreſſed as the vine: for as every branch 
that beareth not fruit is taken away, ſo 
ſhould every fruitleſs member be cut off 


from the church: according to which figure 
St. Paul ſpeaks—1 would they were even cut 


off that trouble you : leſt the rotten branches, 
by remaining upon the tree, ſhould make it 
periſh down to the root. Every branch, 
that beareth fruit, the Father purgeth it, 
that it may bring forth more fruit. To him 
that hath, more 1s given; more grace and 
divine knowledge is beſtqwed upon him, 
that his fruit may be thereby increaſed, 
cleanſed and perfected : for, adds our bleſſed 
Saviour, ye are clean, through the word 
which I have ſpoken unto you. 

From theſe parallel places of holy Scrip- 
ture we may underſtand, that if the vine is 
the myſtical bbdy of Chriſt; its tender 
grapes, like the green-figs, will denote the 
early fruits to be put forth by the church 
upon its firſt reception to the chriſtian faith. 
The good ſmell aſcribed to them, denotes 
their acceptance with God; who is delight- | 
ed with every good work Abt forth in 
Chriſt, and will, for bis ſake only, impute 
it to us for our eternal juſtification. 


XIX. Every 
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XIX. Every chriſtian, who conſiders theſe 
things, ſhould enquire, how far this myſtical 
deſcription of the privileges to which we are 
admitted under the goſpel is fulfilled in his 
own heart; whether he is ſenſible of theſe 
great bleſſings, and thankful to God for 
calling him to this ſtate of ſalvation. 

XX. Let him refle& in the firſt place, 


whether he hath rightly underſtood the 


terrors of the law of Mzfes, and thoſe de- 
nunciations of wrath, which were publiſh- 
ed againſt all tranſgreſſors at mount Sinai: 
for theſe will continue in force againſt him- 
ſelf, unleſs he can find deliverance and ſafety 
in that may whom God hath appointed as 4 
refuge from florim and from rain. He be- 
comes a refuge to us by means of his church, 
his word, and his ſacraments : ſo that if we 
fail not to take due advantage of theſe, we 
may then be aſſured (upon the beſt grounds) 
that our winter is paſt, the rain over and 
gone : for there it no condemnation to them that 
are in Chrift Feſus : who are found in him, 
not having their own righteouſneſs which 1s of 
the law, but the righteouſneſs which is of God 
by faith. | 

XXI. It is alfo his duty to be very care- 
ful, that the roots of Chriftian Graces, which 
D God 
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God hath planted: in his heart, be cheriſhed 
and improved every day. No ill weeds muſt 
be ſuffered to, prevail ſo far as to defile and 
overpower the conſcience; nor any thorns 
and briars of worldly cares choak the word 
of God, and render it unfruitful. His 
garden muſt not lie without order or culture, 
like that of the ſluggard, leſt God, in juſt 
judgment, ſhould ' withhold the dew of. 
his.grace, and forbid the true light to ſhine 
any more upon it for ever. 

XXII. When he imitates the cheerfulneſs 
of the birds in ſinging pſalms and ſpiritual 
ſongs of thankſgiving to the Father of lights; 
he ſhould make proper diſtinctions, and con- 
ſider which will agree beſt with the ſtate 
of his Own heart, the melody of a faint, or 
the fighs and lamentations of a ſinner. If 
his conſcience ſhould inform him, that he 
can have no juſt, title to reckon himſelf 
among the number of the 7, or rather of 
the juſtified ; it will not well become ſuch an 
one to be thankful. It muſt indeed argue a 


monſtrous degree of careleſſneſs or aſſurance, 
for a man to be forward in praiſing and 


magnifying the name of God, on account 
of, that mighty ſalvation, in which he him- 
ſelf is not like to have any ſhare. Let him, 

therefore, 
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therefore, who ſingeth in the church, Jing 
with the ſpirit and with the underſtanding, and 
upon the grounds of Faith, Hope, Charity, 
and a good Conſcience : without which, how 
loud ſoever his voice may ſound here below, 
it will never be heard in the choir of ſaints 
and angels above. 

XXIII. In his converſation with men, he 
ſhould be meek, gentle, merciful, and com- 
paſſionate; conforming himſelf to the ſpirit 
and temper- of the dove, If there is con- 
tinual clamor, railing, wrath, and evil-ſpeak- 
ing in a family, it is a ſign that the gebe of 
peace hath not been received in it. It is 
either not there, or it is without its-1nflu- 
ence ; and it is hard to ſay, which of theſe 
caſes is the worlt ; If any man hath not the 
ſpirit of Chriſt, he is none of his and cer- 
tainly he is without the ſpirit, if he is with- 
out its fruit. 

In his private conferences with God and 
his own heart, his devotion ſhould partake 
much of reſignation, humiliation, and all 
the ſofter expreſſions of contrition, like to 
the mournings of the turtle; rather than 
of heat, zeal, anger, and indignation, even 
allowing fin itſelf to be the object of theſe 
emotions. 
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XXIV. All men being finnners by na- 
ture, the fruits of repentance are to be 
brought forth by all. Every believer, when 
called- to the goſpel, is. made a branch of 
that fig-tree, which is to bear the fruits of 
repentance ; and Chriſt, to whom all things 
are naked, and open, will be coming from 
time to time ſeeting fruit on this fig-tree. It 
God receiveth from us only the ſervice of 
the lips, this may be taken as a ſign that the 
tree hath ſome leaves upon it; and thus far 
the righteouſneſs of the Scribes and Phari- 
ſees extended. But unleſs the righteouſneſs 
of a Chriſtian ſhall exceed theirs, he muſt 
expect to be cut down, as they were, and 
ſuffered no longer to encumber the' ground 
of the ſacred vineyard. 

XXV. The laſt thing ſuggeſted to us is 
the neceſſity of communion with Jeſus 
Chriſt, as the only root of ſpiritual life and 
perfection: concerning which, it is our 
duty to guard againſt all the incroachments 
of natural religion, falſely ſo called; not 
attributing to human nature any independent 
principle either of wiſdom or ſanctification. 
For as ſurely as the vine-branch can have no 
powers independent of the root, ſo - ſurely 


cannot the Chriſtian think, a&, or live as 
{uch, 
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ſuch, but ſo far only as he derives his abili- 
ties from the ſtock upon which he is en- 
grafted, 
Nor are we to ſuppoſe, as ſome do, who 
allow the neceſſity of this communion, that 
a mere act of the mind is ſufficient to ad- 
vance us into a ſtate of memberſhip with the 
true vine.. If this were the caſe, then 
might the church be reduced to a ſingle in- 
dividual, a church in one perſon : But, on 
the contrary, many things are neceſlary to 
be done, which no man can do for him- | 
ſelf : and therefore Chrift eſtabliſhed a vn | 
factety upon earth, inveſting ſome of its | 
members with different powers and offices, 
all ſerving to the ſame end; that is, all con- 
curring to lead individuals through the 
means of grace to the poſſeſſion of Glory. 
As the vineyard doth not plant, and prune, 
and cultivate itſelf, but ſubmits to him 
whom the owner hath appointed to drels it; 
ſo the Chriſtian muſt ſubmit to the inſtitu- 
tions of Chriſt; and to thoſe perſons by 
whom they are adminiſtered, It might be 
one reaſon why the vine in particular is 
ſelected upon this occaſion, becauſe it yields 
ſo ſtriking an example of the ſalutary effects 
of obedience and dependence. It is a weak 


8 and 
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and trailing plant, given to exceſſive irregu- 
larity and luxuriance, and therefore cannot 
proſper without ſome helping hand to direct, 


_ reſtrain, adjuſt, and ſupport it in its proper 


ſtation. 

If the church then, as the Scripture 
ſpeaks, is the body of Chriſt, and com- 
munion with Chriſt is communion with his 


Church ; every prudent perſon, who values 


the welfare of his own ſoul, will avoid 
that wild 4:gh-flying *, ſelf-governing ſpirit, 
which makes as light of all inſtitutions, as 
if they were the inventions of a worldly 
Policy, inſtead of being what they really are, 
the ordinances of Chriſt himſelf, for the 


life, growth, and final ſalvation of his own 


members. Happy are they, who are wiſe 
enough to eſcape all thoſe errors concerning 
this great ſubject, which may now ſo eaſily 
be infuſed by the prejudices of education, or 
the faſhionable doctrines of a careleſs and 
ignorant age, whoſe chief religion ſeems to 
conſiſt in preaching peace to ail ſorts of 


people, under all ſorts of circumſtances. 


* The word bigh-fying hath been frequently applied to 
thoſe who ſet authority high, either in the church or in the 
ſtare; but they who ſet th:m/elves above both, have the 


better title to it. 
XX VI. 
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XXVI. But it is poſſible for a man to 


avoid the preſumptuous innovations of Soci- 
nians, and other infidels, and to be a branch 
duly and orderly inſerted into the true vine; 
and yet, after all, to be ſo worthleſs and 
unprofitable in his converſation, as to be 
altogether dry and fruitleſs. The end of 
ſuch a branch is to be cut off and caſt into 
the fire. The negligence of men in authority 
may permit a dead branch to remain upon 
the tree: but there is a time coming, when 
God ſhall deſcend from heaven 0 behold and 
viſit this vine. What is now amiſs, will 
then be rectified, without reſpect of perſons. 
For which great day of viſitation and inqui- 
ſition may God Almighty by his grace pre- 
pare all theſe. who diligently ſeek it! AMEN. 


PIN 


